
Northfield Mount Hermon 
Opening Convocation

Memorial Chapel 

Mount Hermon, Massachusetts

Tuesday, September 4, 2018

9:10 am



PROGRAM

=

PROCESSIONAL The Class of 2019
 The Faculty
 Distinguished Guests

WELCOME Charles A. Tierney III, Head of School

INVOCATION  Lee-Ellen Strawn, NMH Chaplain

MUSICAL SELECTION Craig K. Sandford, Pianist
“Come Into This Place”  NMH Singers and Select Women’s Ensemble

MOMENT OF SILENCE Jacob J. Shalam ’19

SENIOR CLASS HYMN  Craig K. Sandford, Organist
“Simple Gifts”  Joseph Brackett  (1797–1882)

The audience is invited to stand and join in the singing.

OPENING OF THE SCHOOL YEAR Charles A. Tierney III

AWARDING OF FACULTY FELLOWSHIPS  Charles A. Tierney III
 Beatriz M. Garcia, Dean of Faculty

’Tis the gift to be simple, ’tis the gift to be free,
’Tis the gift to come down where we ought to be,
And when we find ourselves in the place just right,
’Twill be in the valley of love and delight.

When true simplicity is gained,
To bow and to bend we shan’t be ashamed,
To turn, turn will be our delight,
Till by turning, turning we come ’round right.
        (repeat)



SCHOOL SONG
“Jerusalem” C. Hubert Parry (1848–1918)
Text by William Blake (1757–1827) 
 

The audience is invited to stand and join in the singing.

And did those feet in ancient time 
Walk upon England’s mountains green? 
And was the holy Lamb of God 
On England’s pleasant pastures seen? 
And did the countenance divine  
Shine forth upon our clouded hills? 
And was Jerusalem builded here 
Among those dark Satanic mills?

Bring me my bow of burning gold!
Bring me my arrows of desire. 
Bring me my spear! Oh clouds unfold! 
Bring me my chariot of fire! 
I will not cease from mental fight; 
Nor shall my sword sleep in my hand, 
Till we have built Jerusalem 
In ev’ry green and pleasant land.

SPADE ORATION Amelia J. Simmonds ’19

BENEDICTION Chaplain Lee-Ellen Strawn

NORTHFIELD BENEDICTION Lucy Rider Meyer (1849–1922)
 
The Lord bless thee and keep thee.
The Lord make His face shine upon thee,
And be gracious unto thee,
And be gracious unto thee.
The Lord lift up His countenance,  
His countenance, upon thee.
And give thee peace,
And give thee peace.

RECESSIONAL The Class of 2019
 

Please remain seated while faculty members and the Class of 2019 recess.



DAVID F. BOLGER ’50 CHAIR FOR EXCELLENCE IN TEACHING 
LORI T. VEILLEUX

Lori is beginning her fourth year as a religious studies and philosophy teacher at NMH. She comes 
from a huge family in Arkansas (27 first cousins — just on her mom’s side!), and earned a bachelor’s 
degree in religious studies and English at Hendrix College. She moved on to Vanderbilt for a master’s 
degree in Hebrew Bible and History and Literature of the Ancient Near East, then to Brown for an 
interdisciplinary Ph.D. that focused on religion, history, and anthropology. While she was in graduate 
school, Lori also worked as a freelance editor and writing tutor, work that included helping  
scientists who spoke English as a second language prepare their research for publication.

Fun fact: Lori tried unsuccessfully to get out of taking her college’s religious-studies course require-
ment, fearing it would be devotional and filled with proselytism. She reluctantly enrolled in a course 
called “Hebrew Bible,” and within days had changed her major to religious studies, which she now 
refers to as the humanities’ “coolest discipline” because of its interdisciplinary nature. 

Lori lives in Overtoun with her husband, Neil, and children Eloise and Henry. 

THEODORE R. CARPENTER FACULTY FELLOWSHIP 

WILLIAM R. REID 

Will is entering his fifth year at NMH, as a math teacher, head coach of track and field, and assistant 
coach of the boys’ cross-country team.

Will grew up in nearby Greenfield, Massachusetts, and attended Deerfield Academy as a day student. 
He went on to Hamilton College, where he majored in music and minored in math. While at  
Hamilton, he served as the music director of an a cappella group, performed with the college choir, 
and focused his formal studies on electronic composition. He also competed on the cross-country and 
indoor/outdoor track teams, and was a captain his senior year. Before landing at NMH, Will taught 
math for four years at the Fay School in Southborough, Massachusetts, where he also coached cross- 
country and baseball. He taught in NMH’s summer session while he was still in college.

Two things you may not know about Will: He’s an ordained minister and has officiated two  
weddings; he can also solve the Rubik’s cube in less than two minutes. He lives in Wallace with  
his wife, Hannah, and children Ollie, Rusty, and a new baby born in August. 



BYUNG KU HUH FACULTY FELLOWSHIP

GORGUI O. DIAW

Gorgui has taught French and coached soccer at NMH for 15 years and advised the Muslim Students 
Association for 10 years. Originally from Rufisque, Senegal, Gorgui earned bachelor’s and master’s 
degrees in English at Cheikh Anta Diop University in Dakar, Senegal. Before coming to NMH, he 
taught French at Williston Northampton, Glen Urquhart School, Governor’s Academy, and  
Waring School.

In recent years, Gorgui has traveled to France, Morocco, and Gambia; in Senegal, he and a group  
of NMH students spent time working with students at Ahmadou Lamine DABO High School in 
the coastal city of Mbour. When he’s not teaching or coaching, Gorgui sings and meditates daily, is 
a purple belt in karate, and plays the Sabar and Djembe hand drums as well as guitar and harmonica. 
He’s also a passionate table tennis player and a skilled freestyle soccer player and speed juggler. 

Gorgui lives on campus with his wife, Siga Thiombane, and children Djibril, Adja, and Mouhamed. 

JOHN ’56 and CAROL PFLUG FACULTY FELLOWSHIP

RONALD R. SMITH

Ron joined NMH’s performing arts department 18 years ago, and now teaches a variety of music 
courses and directs six student ensembles. Previously, he was director of bands at Kimball Union 
Academy, and a music teacher and bandleader in the Boston public schools and for the Boston  
Symphony Orchestra youth program. 

Ron grew up in Memphis, Tennessee, and earned a bachelor’s degree in music from Tennessee State 
University, as well as a certificate in music production and engineering at Berklee College of Music. 
He’s also taken graduate courses in ethnomusicology at Dartmouth for more than 20 years. 

The great-great-grandson of a Blackhawk Native American, Ron took up the saxophone at 14 and  
has spent decades performing, with his own bands and with musicians such as Miles Davis, Dizzy 
Gillespie, B.B. King, and Wynton Marsalis. He’s played at the Mitsubishi Mirage Bowl in Tokyo,  
the Montreux Jazz Festival in Switzerland, and music festivals across the U.S.

Besides his musical pursuits, Ron holds a first-degree black belt in Okinawan Karate-do Martial Arts. 
He lives on campus with his wife, Dara Adams-Smith, and children Jacob ’21 and Julian.



CURRENT AND CONTINUING FACULTY CHAIRS AND FELLOWSHIPS

Herbert P. Blake Chair — Stephen L. Allison

The David F. Bolger ’50 Chair For Excellence In Teaching — Lori T. Veilleux

Theodore R. Carpenter ’38 Faculty Fellowship — William R. Reid 

David D. Hartman ’52 Faculty Fellowship — Joel T. Lowsky

Hersey Faculty Fellowship — Michelle P. Hurley

Byung Ku Huh Faculty Fellowship — Gorgui O. Diaw

Independence Master Chair I — Grant A. Gonzalez

Independence Master Chair II — Christine E. Edler

Litchard Faculty Fellowship — Charles G. Malcolm

NMH Faculty Fellowship, Academics — Kimberly D. Fillion

NMH Faculty Fellowship, Residential Life — Nhu TQ Hoang

NMH Faculty Fellowship, Athletics — Zachary A. Bates

John ’56 and Carol Pflug Faculty Fellowship — Ronald R. Smith

Howard L. Rubendall Faculty Fellowship — Aviel A. Valenzuela

Elizabeth Howe Rueckert Faculty Fellowship — Seth A. Hansell

Bertha Bristol Tracy Chair — Sheila L. Heffernon

Jane S. Sibley ’50 Faculty Fellowship — John R. Corrigan

Class of ’43 Faculty Fellowship — Sandra W. Messer

Perry Faculty Fellowship — Mona M. Seno



Memorial Chapel (built 1897–1899) is an enduring gift to school founder Dwight L. 
Moody. A group of Christian benefactors gave Moody $30,000 on his 60th birthday for the chapel 
he had always dreamed of; further donations made its construction possible. Made of granite from 
Northfield, the building originally seated more than 1,000, had a central pulpit, and was lined with 
balconies. It was given only one stained-glass window because Moody disliked what he called “dim 
religious light.” An eight-sided bell tower was added in 1899. Architect Ralph Harrington Doane 
(Mount Hermon Class of 1908) oversaw extensive renovations to the chapel in 1931. He added 
Gothic columns and arches and removed side balconies, giving the chapel a more intimate yet formal 
feeling. Thanks to the generosity of David F. Bolger ’50, Memorial Chapel recently was refurbished. 
Memorial Chapel seats about 800, and is used for religious services and all-school meetings as well  
as musical performances. 

Carrying of the Mace The mace, an object derived from an ancient weapon, was  
commissioned by Headmaster Richard P. Unsworth ’45 for the 1984 Commencement exercises.  
It was designed and crafted out of American walnut by woodworker and former NMH English 
teacher Anthony Chastain-Chapman. A symbol of the school’s authority in teaching and learning,  
it is carried by the most veteran faculty member at opening convocations and at commencements.

The crown of the mace bears three emblems that represent Dwight L. Moody’s mission to  
educate the head, the heart, and the hand: a book inscribed with the motto “I the Lord do keep it”;  
a flaming heart, the emblem of zeal; and a spade, suggesting manual labor.

Ritual of the Spade Stemming from an early springtime school custom in which a tree is 
planted each year and designated the senior class tree, the ritual of the spade is now an honored NMH 
tradition. At Commencement, a member of the graduating class passes the ceremonial school spade to 
a rising senior in a symbolic act that suggests the value of hard work as well as new growth. The spade 
recipient delivers an address at Convocation and brief remarks at Commencement.
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Please turn off cell phones.

NMH is a smoke-free campus.

_____________________________________________

 Sheila L. Heffernon  *  Director of Choral Music
 Eric L. Goodchild  *  Bagpiper
   Rafaela Capelate de Oliveira ’20, Shameek Hargrave ’20 *  Flag Bearers
 Margaret W. Donnelly, David A. Dowdy  *  Faculty Marshals
 James B. Ward ’68  *  Mace Bearer
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